Luciano Battiston was born in a small village in the Veneto region, in eastern Italy, in October 1923. At the age of 20, in 1943, he was conscripted into the *Alpini* (mountain infantry) and assigned to a unit destined for the Russian front. Meanwhile, following the armistice of September 8, 1943, the Italian army—abandoned by its leaders, who fled in haste—disintegrated. Many soldiers were captured by the *Wehrmacht* and sent to Germany to work as slave laborers in *Arbeitslager* (labor camps); others, including Luciano, went into hiding to avoid being conscripted into the army of Mussolini’s Italian Social Republic. After several months in hiding, he was arrested by the Fascists following a denunciation by a friend. Tried as a draft evader, he was sentenced to death; his sentence was later commuted to deportation to the Mauthausen concentration camp. He arrived there on February 7, 1945, on one of the final transports from Trieste, and was registered with the prisoner number 126625 under the category *Schutz* ("security" prisoner). Classified as a "dangerous prisoner," he was assigned to the "Stairs of Death," where he was forced to climb and descend 186 steps, constantly risking his life. Later transferred to the Amstetten subcamp, he narrowly escaped death after being beaten by a *Kapo*. It was March 1945, and the Nazi leadership had issued orders to leave no prisoners alive. Battiston escaped this fate by a matter of days: just as he was about to be killed at the Ebensee subcamp—where he had since been transferred—the Americans arrived on May 6, 1945, and saved him.
After a long journey on foot, he returned home. Standing 179 cm tall, he weighed only 29 kg. Battiston often recounted his harrowing experience in the concentration camp to schoolchildren, always concluding his story with the phrase: "Forgive, but do not forget."
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